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commercial set-up of Rayalaseema.
SANTALU :

The Santalu or fairs were the main channel of
internal trade. A Santa was a centre for the coming together
of many sellers and buyers in a defenite place and on a
definite day every week. It was thus an important business
centre. The towns where Santalu were held provided
merchants and peasants with certain conveniences such as
good roads and plenty of water, Expences concerning the
Santa were met through duties, which were imposed in cash
or kind on goods on arrival or in some cases on goods
sold and brought. The merchants paid these tolls. Peasants
and merchants jointly gave lands and certain dirties as
rewards, to the persons for such work and also as a
provision for expenses. Occasionally a piece of land was
given to the head of the merchant guild so that he might
establish a Santa. The market place was called Peta, Santa
or Santapeta. Santalu were also started or revived by the
Chief (Reddy) of the Nadu and also by orders of the
provisional Governors or a Minister himself revived an old
merket. N. Venkataramanayya rightly points out that "every
big village seems to have had a fair of its own to which
flocked the men and women of the neighbourhood for
purchasing articles of domestic consumption and probably
for marketing what they had produced1*1.
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